S5304

been introduced in the U.S. House of
Representatives by my friend and fel-
low Alaskan, Congressman DON YOUNG.
This legislation would enable the
Olgoonik Native Village Corp. of Wain-
wright, AK to purchase at fair market
value the 1,518-acre Wainwright Short
Range Radar Site, SRRS, located in
northern Alaska.

Originally deployed as the location
for a Distant Early-Warning, DEW,
Line radar station in northern Alaska,
President Harry Truman withdrew the
site for use as a military radar station
during the Cold War in 1952. That sta-
tion expanded in 1957 to enable the Air
Force to track aircraft or rockets en-
tering U.S. air space from the polar re-
gion. The station at Wainwright actu-
ally had a rather short lifespan, as its
radars were replaced by more powerful
systems in other locations starting in
1963.

In the years since then, the buildings
and a fuel tank farm near an airstrip at
the site—located several miles south-
east of the village of Wainwright on
Wainwright Inlet—have been aban-
doned by the U.S. Air Force. In 1974,
the site was given to the Federal Bu-
reau of Land Management, BLM, to
manage. In 1976, the lands, then located
in the Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4,
were formally transferred from the Air
Force to Department of the Interior’s
control when the area was renamed as
part of the National Petroleum Re-
serve-Alaska. While the site over the
years was used by the National Weath-
er Service as a short range radar site,
the land is no longer in Federal use and
has undergone environmental cleanup
and restoration efforts. Those efforts
began in 1998 and were completed in
August 2013, with final testing and re-
moval of contaminated soils expected
to be finished by the end of summer
2014.

Management of the lands around the
site has changed significantly with
time. With passage of the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act in 1971, the
Wainwright Native Village Corpora-
tion, Olgoonik, received title to the
surface estate of about 175,000 acres
surrounding the village. The subsurface
of the lands were owned by the Arctic
Slope Regional Corp., ASRC, part of
the nearly 5 million acres that ASRC
received from the lands claims settle-
ment for the benefit of its nearly 8,000
Native shareholders who live in Arctic
Alaska.

Olgoonik Corp., which has a variety
of subcompanies, won the Air Force
contract through its Specialty Con-
tractors subsidiary, to demolish, clean
up, and remediate the DEW Line site.
Its development corporation has also
acquired a lease on 27.5 acres of the site
to allow its use for economic activities
of benefit to the villagers. The com-
pany is now seeking to pay fair market
value to buy the entire site, which
would allow use of the existing fuel
tank farm near the site’s 6,000-foot run-
way. The site could well be used in the
future to support activities in the Arc-
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tic Ocean, a northern port becoming an
issue of great interest in Alaska given
the reduction in the Arctic ice pack
and concerns about greater maritime
transit of the Northwest Passage.

Normally, legislation would not be
needed to permit the sale of a surplus
tract because BLM could use its exist-
ing authority to surplus the site and
dispose of it. However, in passage of
the National Petroleum Reserve-Alas-
ka Act, NPR-A, in 1976 Congress in-
cluded a provision that does not permit
the BLM to dispose of property inside
the NPR-A without congressional ap-
proval. Thus, legislation in this case is
needed simply to permit disposition of
the surplus tract.

Under my legislation, Olgoonik will
be allowed to purchase the site but
only after the corporation pays for a
required land survey and pays for an
appraisal, based on fair market value
for the property. I should add that this
legislation is only being introduced
after talks among the village and re-
gional Native corporations, the city of
Wainwright, and the Wainwright Tradi-
tional—tribal—Council resulted in
signed resolutions of support for
Olgoonik’s acquisition of the site. All
Native entities supported the legisla-
tion during a formal BLM tribal con-
sultation effort that occurred on June
23, 2014, reaffirming a November 2013
resolution that supported the legisla-
tion and land sale/purchase. All parties
agreed to support the land acquisition
after careful consideration of the envi-
ronmental issues involved with future
management of the tract.

Clearly, the legislation is best for the
BLM as it will relieve the agency of the
cumbersome effort to manage the iso-
lated parcel, which is located far away
from other BLM land holdings inside
NPR-A. It is best for the environment
as the agreement among the corpora-
tion, city, and tribe will guarantee
that no activities occur on the land
that are not acceptable to village resi-
dents—the land’s need for subsistence
hunting being best protected by owner-
ship by the Native Corporation. And
the land sale will be best for the citi-
zens of Wainwright and the entire
North Slope as it will guarantee that
any development activities will be con-
trolled by residents of the village and
not outside interests.

This is the best outcome for all con-
cerned, and I hope this legislation will
be given swift consideration and pas-
sage by Congress.

VIETNAM WAR COMMEMORATIVE
PARTNER PROGRAM

Mr. TOOMEY. Madam President, it is
a privilege to be a part of the national
commemoration that will honor the
service of our Vietnam veterans and
their families.

During this conflict, nearly 350,000
Pennsylvanians served their Nation. Of
that number, 3,149 paid the ultimate
sacrifice, giving their lives for the
United States of America.
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I deeply appreciate the Common-
wealth’s participation in The Vietnam
War Commemorative Partner Program
that thanks our Vietnam veterans for
their service. Although no commemo-
ration can fully honor the profound
sacrifice of those who served in Viet-
nam, I strongly believe we should use
the war’s 50th anniversary as an oppor-
tunity to further honor those who saw
our Nation through one of its most
troubling conflicts and ensure that
their legacy is not forgotten.

A grateful nation thanks the vet-
erans of this war, some never to return
to the families they left behind. We
should all hope to live our lives in a
manner that befits their service and
sacrifice.

———

WORKFORCE INNOVATION AND
OPPORTUNITY ACT

Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, I am
pleased the President signed the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity Act,
WIOA, into law last week to improve
job training in the United States.
WIOA is the result of a commitment in
both parties and both Chambers to
modernize our workforce development
system to ensure American competi-
tiveness. The last time a Workforce In-
vestment Act reauthorization was
signed into law was in 1998, far too long
ago, and the significant skills gap we
face as a nation is evidence that our
fragmented system simply is not work-
ing.

Despite the billions of taxpayer dol-
lars we invest annually on Federal job
training programs, there are 4.5 million
unfilled jobs and a staggering 10 mil-
lion unemployed Americans. We need
to bridge this gap, and WIOA helps get
us there by reducing bureaucracy and
providing American workers with a
more flexible and effective workforce
training system. Over the past year, 1
have heard from businesses, elected
State and local leaders, and families
back home about the critical need for
reforms to our job training system, and
I am glad to have had the chance to
work on this bill and be a part of this
process in the Senate.

This legislation incorporates many
reforms contained in the SKILLS Act,
which I introduced in the Senate ear-
lier this year, including the elimi-
nation of 15 programs identified as du-
plicative or ineffective and countless
Federal mandates on States and local
boards. In addition, WIOA establishes
common performance metrics and re-
quires independent evaluations every 4
years of all workforce programs to en-
sure effectiveness and accountability
to taxpayers. By reducing bureaucracy
and enhancing flexibility, WIOA elimi-
nates delays that hinder job seekers
from immediately accessing job train-
ing services and reentering the work-
force.

I thank Senators ALEXANDER, HAR-
KIN, ISAKSON, and MURRAY and Rep-
resentative FoxX for their leadership
on this issue and am pleased to see this
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